WORRIES OF THE SEMINOLES

THROUGH THE

How Everglades Indians, Pe-
culiar Recluses, Most Keen-
. Iy Feel the Shock

HELPED BY UNGLE SAR!

Interesting Facts About These
Florida Folk Who Dress in
Strange Garb

It is probable that po group of peo-
ple in the United States have been
hit so hard by the European war as
the Seminole Indians in their Ever-|
glades homes, where the foot of white
man rarely treads and where, one
would think, they would be far from
the influences which affect civiliza-
tion. Their plight has been so serious
that if the United States, through its
commissioner, had not extended its
helping hand, and found employment
for tb:m, it is probuble tl-n.- Indians
would ‘suffered greatly.

The dnef source of mmme possess-
ed by the Seminoles, according to
Lucian A. Spencer, special commigs-
ioner, United States Service, who has
offices on tke third floor of the federal
Erilding, Miami, is furs. principally
of the oitcr. The hi gh prices of
twelve to fifteen doitars each for these
furs, prevailing in former years, en-
abled the Indians to live comfortably
and even to purchase certain of the
white man’s luxuries. .

By far the greater part of the
hides and furs were shipped abroad,
s0.that when the war began, with its
blockade and submarine activities and
other evils, otter furs dropped to two
dollars and fifty cents during the first,
year of the war. Now they are bring-
ing a little more; but still are far
below normal prices. Best quality
furs are now selling at about $4 each.

The troubles of the were

EUROPEAN WAR

cerned the terms of the treaty were
too good to last, and soon au-
thorities among the white men were
camendmg that it was only a tempor-

ry agreement, and the Indians were
comlled a tribe at a time and taken
west. In each instance a large num-
ber never reached their new home,
death resulting from confinement,
:mge of food and homesickness. One

join, and, leavi e Creek country,
came to Horlda \\here they were
nown as Miccosoocees and after
ye:lrs of association with the early
Spanish settlements their language,
Decame <o corrupt with the Spanich
that it became a distinct dialect.
1750 the lower Creck tribes, now'
known zs the Seminoles, seceded from
tha confedezation and came to Florida.
The Miccosoocees and  Seminoles
maintained friendty refations and were
always ready to join forces in an
army of defense, but, at the same
time, their tribal government, camps
and  families were kept separate.
While there have been a few inter-
mnrrmges between tribes,
yet lh]ey are the excption rather than
rule.
hen Spain ceded Florida to the
United Stale: in 1821, J. A, Peniere
was at once appointed agent to the
Florida Indians, In the latter part
of 1823 a treaty was negotiated and
signed by which the Florida Indians
agreed to relinquish all claim to Flo-
rida lands, except a reservation in
the present county of Jackson and a
smaller one in what is now Gadsden
county. Dy the terms of the treaty
the Indians promised not to leave the
reservation and the government
agreed to keep all white people from
trespassing on Indian lands.

Greed of The White Man
Crowded Indians Qut.

The Indians zcalously kept their
part of the agreement Lut white set-
tlers were allowed, on one pretext and
another, to enter the Indian country
until, in 1826, ail the fertile lands had
been taken from the Indians and, to
quote from the report of Colonel
Humphreys, their agent: “The lands
they were legally banished consisted
of dry sand ridges and interminable
swamps, almost wholly unfit for cul-
tivation, and at that time they were
starving.” President Adams consider-
ed the matter so important that he ad-

a message to congress ask-
ing legislation that would right this
injustice.

On May 9th, 1832, a new treaty was
signed at Paynes Landing on the
Okeechobee river, which gave the.
Semmnles a like amount of land in
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increased by the speculative feven
which seized on a number of white
men of the north who bought all the
furs offered last year at $2.50 and
put them in cold storage to prevent
the moths from damaging them, and
later unloaded when prices were bet
ter. The market this year nvened
strong, but when these speculators
thre'w ﬂI\eu' holdmgs on it there “-.1? a
n-
dmn 7L felt’ the fu]l eﬂ'ect'v(,l?uropes
war once m
It was lhouzht by friends of the
Seminole that Milady’s fad of wear-
ing furs on her shoes, her hat, col-
lar, and in fact about everywhere a
bl'. could be placed, would have a ten-
dency to relieve the situation, but, co-
incident with the announcement of the|
unique fashion, came the unlonding
of cold storage furs on the market, so
that the speculators got the benefit
of Milady’s whim, and_the poor In-
dian gazed sadly into a depleted treas-
ury without having the means of re-
lieving a situation caused by the sins
of others.

Term “Florida Seminole™
Is Partly a Misnomer.

The common belief that the In-
dians of the Florida Everglades, fre-
quently seen on the streets of Miami,
are Seminoles is partly wrong, as
there are only one hundred and nine-
ty-four seminoles in the state, the
temainder of the six hundred being
Miccosoocees. The tribes are distinct
from each other and speak different
languages. There are not over six
Indians in the state, it is said, who can
converse in both tongues.
Miccosoocees Came to
Florida in 1513.

When the Creek confederation was

ey would re-
lmqulsh all c]alms in Florida. The'
Indians signed the treaty with the
distinct understanding that seven of
their chiefs would be taken to the
new tract and if it should be found
satisfactory they would move, other-
wise the treaty would be void. The
seven chiefs were taken to Arkansas,| it
and, while there, were induced, pro
ably thrnugh 2 liberal use of fire-
water to sign an additional treaty
for the whole tribe, agreeing to mové
at once. On their return the tribe
repudiated their action and refused to
be bound Ly the second treaty. °

And so on, through the years that!
followed the white man invariably.
Lroke his word and the Indian was
the sufferer. Treaty after treaty
was made and ingenious means found
for not carrying out the terms in-
volved, until the last battle of the
Seminole war, when on August 14th,
1842, a final talk was held and peace
terms agreed to. It was agreed that
the Indians were to be allowed to Te-

main in Florida on condition that they
would cease all hostilities and agree
never 1o renew them, and to retire
to the southern part of the penmsula
Claim Qwnership of Lands
Under This Treaty.

It is upon this treaty that the Flo-
rida Indians ba*e their claim to Flo-
rida lands. they have kept the
terms is undlsputed. There is no re-
cord of an Indian having fired on a
white man from that day to this, but
a few years ago a young boy sought
to scare a party of surveyors by shoot-
ing in their direction. He was
promptly tried by a tribal court and
one of his ears cut off to mark him
as one who laid himself open to re-
proach by pretending to violate the
Indian treaty with the whites.

formed in 1513, one tribe refused to

So far as the Indians were con-

370 when they Teft
Florida Jost fitty on the way.

At the clase of 1834, 4120 Tadians
had been taken from’ Florida, and,
according to the Indians, only ninety-
four remained, two of whom are still
Tiving.

Indians Had a Few

Faithful White Friends.

During the years thal followed, the!
whites, as a class were enemies and
oppressors of the Indians, Lut there!
were always a few faithful white per-
sons whose interests were on the side
of 1ight and justice, who kept un an
agpitation which finally resulted in
Senator Taliaferro introducing in the
1911 session of congress a bill appro-
pl'mhm: $10,000 for negoti tmg with
hese Indians and determi what
coun] be done to relieve their \oudn-
tion.
rtain persons were sent by the|

Indian office, but, owing to the In-|
dian’s distrust of government officials,
nothing was accomplished. Senator,
aliaferro passed out of the senate,|
but the Indians found a warm friend
in Senator Fletcher, who then became,
senior senator from Florida. He kept
up the agitation and also prevented
the appropriation from lapsing.
Suencer Appointed
Spec mmissioner,

()n \lnrch 1st, 1913, Lucien A.
Spencer was appointed special com-
missioner to the Florida Indians, in
the hope that his previous acquain-
tance with them would ovcrcome
their prejudice. 1lis policy of fricnd-
ship and interest without cocrcion or
meddling with their affairs, is slowly
but surely breaking down this Larrier.
For the. first two years, Mr. Spencer
told a Herald reporter, the work seem-~
ed absolutely hopeless, and then a
great change came over the Indians,
and they, especially the Seminoles,
are willing to receive indirect aid from
the government. The greatest ques-
tion remaining unanswered is that
of securing funds to carry on the
‘work.

The Indians are now anxious to
settle on Indian lands where the;
‘whites can.not molest them. The tri-
bal law against education is breaking,
down, and p;\rncular attention is be-
ing _paid by Mr, Spencer to_ health
conditions. \Vhll& doctor is furnish-
ed to all sick Indians, all hospital and
dental bills are paid by the govern-
ment, and all children who agree to
attend school will be clothed. This
is as_far as the limited finances will
permit Mr. Spencer to go, but an
em of ten thousand dollars has been
included in the next appropriation
blll which, if it passes, will permit
the opening up of zeservation lands,
do necessary ditching and fencing, and
start the Indians in farming opera-
tions, as well as build and eguip a
small_schoolhouse for the exclusive
use of the Indians.

Help Indians by Teaching
Them to Help Themselves.

“It is not the purpose of the gov-
ernment {o make a ration treaty with
these Indians,” said Mr. Spencer when
questioned yesterday regarding to the|

condition of the Indians because of|
the European war. “There secms to
be a general opinion,” he added, “that
the government is in duty bound to
feed all Indians in the United States,
but this is not tru

Mr. Spencer exphmed that in the
past the government had made many
ranon treaties and the result was in-
variably bad, “When any person, no
matter what his color, knows that sub-
sistence for the next month is com-
ing with no effort on his part, there
is no incentive to industry, but, ra-
ther, the creation of a shiftless and
worthless individual,”

The government, Mr. Spencer said,
has purchased and set aside about two
thousand Seminole
branch of the nation and twenty-three|
thousand acres for the Miccosoocees.!
A]l uf this ]and s sltuntcll i
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territorial possession.

“In 1850, when the United States
government transferred all the swamp
and overflowed lands to the state, it
certainly did not abrogate the In-
dians’ treaty rights to lands in the:
lower part of the peninsula,” Mr.
Spencer insisted. “The rights of the
white land holders in the tract are
undoubtedly respected and why should
not the Indian rece\\e the same con-~
sideration?” he as

Friends of the Seminoles made an

me in the
of Cow Creek tribe, some near the
camps of the Okeechobees and some
near the home of the Miccosoacees.
Salary and traveling expenses of
the special commissioner are paid
from_general funds and in that way|
the Seminole appropriation is all sav-
ed for the Seminoles. In using this
appropriation it is proposed to make
the Seminale self-supporting, so that
he will be placed in a position to main-
tain his independence and take his
place in the civil life of the country
as an industrious, honest, truthful
:md useful ecitizen.
i Asked the differences between the
' Seminoles and the Miccosoocees, Mr.
Spencer said both were pure blooded
Seminoles, with the exception of fif-
teen who had an admixture of negro
blood, but that the Miccosoocees came
to Florida about two hundred and fif-
ty years before the Seminoles. The
latter he said have reduced their lan-|
nd are consider-
het. men in every-
thing except mtuml intelligence.
Language One of
Most Difficult in \\or]d‘

When the reporter asked Mr. Spence
if he had succeeded in mastering the
language, the latter laughed, and, go-
ing to his bookcase took out a dict-
ionary of the Seminole language. He
opened it at the letter E.

“‘See this word,” Mr. Spencer said,
pointing to the word, elittapixteefo.|
chotokeenotkee. “That means instep.
Estelepiecaochaco is bare feet, estee-
minnittee is a great talker, and Hesu-
ketamesee is

“Do you vmmler" the commission-
er asked,” that no one has mastered
the language?”

State Should Have Entire
Responsibility for Indians.

The entire responsibility for the
Florida Indian should by rights,
rest with the state rather than with
the nation, Mr. Spencer believes.
These Indians were originally recog-
nized as Spanish subjects, and when
Spain ceded Florida to the United
States, they came as part of tho new,

effort in the 1913 session of the legis-
ature, to reserve about two hundred
thousand acres of overflowed lands
for the Indians, and in the 1915 ses-
sion a similar bill was introduced,
asking for a small tract. Neither bill'
became a law, but both undoubtedly
served a purpose in creating interest.
in the Indians’ cause, and perhaps in
time they may get a Smail measure of
justice. “The state has taken every-
thmg‘ these Indians had,” Mr. Spen-
cer declared, “and the state should
certainly make provision for them.

The reporter asked what Florida
could do for the Indians without in-
terfering with the work of the Unit-
ed States government.

Slake Should Provide a

Large Game Preserve.

“The state should take into con-
sideration the fact that in our work,
of civilizing the Indian, it is impos-|f,
sible to at once change the environ-
ment, mode of living and traditions
of the past three hundred years,” the.
commissioner explained. “The work
must grow gradually. While an ad-
vance will be made in the matter of
cooking, dress, sanitation and the like,
yet, for many years to come, hunting:
must play an important part in the
matter of subsistence. Meat is
chief article of diet and it wil} take,
tirie to produce sufficient caule and
hogzs to supply the dem:

The state has thousands of acres
of land that is absolutely worthless!
for any purpose except as a game
preserve, Mr. Spencer believes. The
Indian forsees the coming scarcity of.
game and is at present the best game
keeper in the state. There may have
been a time when he slaughtered deer.
for their skins but he does not do it
now.

A tract of land at least three town-|
chips square should be set aside for
a preserve, Mr. Spencer thinks, 1t
is not a_question, he says, of whether
the land is valuable, but of whether
the people of the state desire to pay

o{zood people of the state in awaken-

debt they owe him.

Education Highly Important
For Indians’ Development.

Indian children should be recogniz-
ed and admitted to any and all white|
schools, is another belief of Mr. Spen-
cer's. Until very recently, he said,
there has been a tribal ban on educa-.
tion. In arguing for schools he al.
ways met the statement that as soon
as the Indian learned to read and
write he would learn to lie. The In-
dian looks on lymg as one of the worst
sins, hence the

About two )ears ago Mr. Spencer|
succeeded in placing a boy in the pub-,
lic school at Ft. Lauderdale, with tri-
bal consent. In two yearly sessions|
he completed the work of two gra:
each year, and the principal now as-

sures Mr. Spencer that he has been
promoted again. There was some op-
position to his being admitted to the
white school and it was suggested
that he Ve placed in the colored
school instead.

“I opposed this,” Mr. Spencer de-

clared, “because I know the Indians
draw the color line even closer than,

we  whites ersons of negro
blood among the Indians have no tri-
bal rights whatever and to try and
place a Seminole on a plane with ne-
groes would destroy the work com-
pletely.”
Seminole Should be Saved

From the Curse of Whiskey.

The hearty co-operation of the good
people of the state iy needed in the
suppression of the liquor traffic to
the Indians. Mr. Spencer quoted the:
Hon. Cato Sells, commissioner of In-
dian affairs: “‘l believe the greatest
present menace to the American In-
dian is whiskey,

“We need the co-operation of the

ing sympathy for this interesting peo-

Florida Indians have moved to such
:naccessable places that even our own
peopie do not know him. Our con-
gressmen would have never been able
to come in touch with them.”
Applications Will be Made
For Establishment Schools.
“What_are your plans for indus-
trial training and how much good
land would be required?” was asked.
“Whenever a sufficient number of
Indians have settled on reservation
lands, application will be made for the
i of

school,” was the reply. “I expect the
first enrollment will contain a lar-

ple,” the commissioner asserted. The| YPunge

because the old Indian is not too
proud to study in the same class with
hls grandchild.”

For the past three hundred years
the Indian has been growing crops in
Florida and yet knows nothing of
agriculture, He searches out a good
spot of land, plants three crops, and
then, having exbausted the  soil,
moves to a new location, when if he
had any idea of scientific farming, he
could remain on the same site and se-
cure a larger yield with a fraction
of the labor.

The course will be planned with a
vocational aim clearly and definitely
dominant. The commissioner will not
aim to produce a scientist nor a spe-
cialist, but a practical, efficient farm-

r whose success will depend on his
skill in doing. The course will in-
clude the work of ordinary
diversified farm.  Mechanical arts,
home economics in all the branches
and other practical lines will follow.

“The question of how much good
land is needed, is one that I cannot
answer,” said Mr. Spencer. “It ail
depends on_what it _is intended for,
but there is one thing certain,
matter how much or how little, it
must be in the southern part of the
peninsula where the Indian agreed to
remain, as inducement would
tempt _him _to violate his agreement

with the whites many years ago.”

It is believed the European war
may in the end be the greatest help
to the Florida Indian in working out
his problem, as it will teach him that
the hunting on which he has depend-
ed for many generations must come
to an end, and he must turn his hand
to ather pursuits, or perish. With the
assistance of Mr. Spencer he is al-
ready doing this. He is working in
the fields for the white farmers whose
tracts border the Everglades. Of
course the older Indians have not yet
unbent to this extent, but some of the

ger men are picking beans for
their white neighbors.

the Indian a small portion of the

ger number of adults than children,|




